IV: NUMBERS AND UNITS

1. The — / P distinction. Knowing when to use — and when to use j seems easy
enough, but some idiomatic conventions make the situation a bit complicated. The rule of
thumb is that ] is used only before a measure word and only when it is the cardinal
number 2 (i.e., not part of a larger number like 102, 20, 12, etc., and not the ordinal number

"second"), and —. is used in all other contexts.
S e BT 5 b

%~ (Z is an ordinal number in this context)

AN PFE (K isameasure word) Jf ~ =K [LiE5S54

+ 5 14 (B and 4 are measure words, but . is part of a larger number)

However, because numerical units above | can be conceived of as either numerical
measures or as numbers, either ] or — may be used with them, but — is a bit more
formal than /.

[ERRTERZS —TZH®
[ =E “FMEY (mixing — and ] in the one expression is only
marginally acceptable)

Other quantifying measure words like monetary units (£ and 43) and units of
length/weight/distance may occur with either — or [, though some are by convention

more acceptable than others. Finally, there are a few idiomatic usages that fall outside of
grammatical rules. It takes a bit of immersion for the student to develop his "intuition" for
the idiomatic or conventional usages.

i YA\ Pk /\ (marginal)

/= S /A <= S TE ) B A

N /NI T i3 but not: % (native speakers don't say this)

A A

— A (polite, used in direct address only, like "5 %", the noun A is usually omitted in

this context, but 4= may be added)

but not: — - A (using — in front of a M is unacceptable)

— A\ (idiomatic; as an exception with the noun A, the M may be omitted)
("= AJAL o ¥ +A%4:" is an aphorism from classical Chinese, where classifier
measure words do not exist.)

P A (marginally acceptable with the noun A, omission of M unacceptable with other nouns)

In Fixx A and F[E AR » % and are measure words.

2. Special problem with /7 ~{Z. A simple rule to follow is to add one zero to "thousand" for
J3 (hence "ften thousand," and two zeros to "million" for {/ (hence "hundred million").
The next mega-unit above {7 is JK (add three zeros to "billion," hence "trillion"), but it is
not used much.

3. The J1/%’V distinction. Both are question words. J1. clearly means "how many," % /[
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can mean "how much" as well a "how many." Generally, J|. applies to countable entities
(normally under 10), and % /) applies to non-countable entities (non-countable entities are
sometimes called "mass nouns," which are quantified by units of measure that apply to the
particular entities, e.g. —HEh . —HHE). But %/ can also apply to countable entities
when the number is nof conveniently counted (anything over 10), such as number of students
in a school, or soldiers in a military unit.

FEILNZT 2 ENERE L VA ?
JL is always followed by a measure word:  JL{i% A. £ JLIT. JLIKIEF

% /> is followed by a measure word when it means "how many," and by a noun when it
means "how much":
How much? % /DE ? TE AR hskh
How many:? Z/Dik 2> =+FHI® —+JL¥ (FHTFE is nota proper answer)
How much? % /DIf[A] 2 — M2 AN PN /N =7
How many? % /DAY 2 FJLA/NES Y4/

When % /) is used in the sense of "how much," the logical noun that follows it may be
omitted because it is either understood or something unspecified, e.g.

REZ DV (B, ) 2 —Kgrag b

The question "% /> M N" assumes that the same unit of measure will be used in the answer,
whereas "% /> N" (without the M) does not assume a particular unit of measure and
therefore may be answered by more than one M:

How "much"? £ /D24 2 =+ Z=HE4E

How many? LA =+ ( =PE#£ is not a proper answer)

How much? Z IR 2 =F +Jr —% —KH

How many" 2 /DANER 2 (of the 4 answers above, only | J1> is a proper answer)
How much? EZA W ME WE MEK —E

How many? % /Dak4x 2 (of the 4 answers above, only W F 5Kk is a proper
answer)

Additional note: %/l (and % % /)>/1*) can also be used as adv., meaning "more or less, to
some extent":

HEAAEL 2 D DS — R LEE -
KB T 218 % b 28— LIS (generation gap) °

Indefinite quantities : Aside from the definite quantities expressed by the pattern Nu-M-N,
and the common terms for indefinite quantities like —2& ~ — & J[, ~ %% » it behooves an
educated speaker to acquire some additional vocabulary expressing indefinite quantities:
Yo EH T DIF o KEW

Units within units (addresses, dates and times, organizational units, personal names):
Larger units always precede smaller units, which is the opposite word order from English.
English word order in this regard reflects a vision of the world from the near (here and now,
speaker as reference) and extending outward. In this mode, the individual precedes the
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whole. Chinese word order reflects an "objective" vision from a distant point, and
"peeling" from the outside inward, from the larger to the smaller units.

HAHY - 1975 2 4 A 9 H

bk PE ZEEE BT ZEIRE S8 & 32 § 502 =

k4 ¢« E[EZ (family is a larger unit than the individual)

i E R ORI E not:  [EIFR{GELE VI E 1E7H 1+

it AL R IME R T - not:  f2SMERILKHIEER

. Dates (last week/next week, day before yesterday/day after tomorrow, etc.): Here again, the

Chinese vocabulary in this regard reflects a "distant objective " point of view, and does not
use the here and now or the speaker himself as the point of reference.

PNGIENENCIPS WER TR UiPS IEPN INEPS
PANIEC ST KA A HA JE PNEES

EEAMER EAER O XPEE O THES TN E
EEMH EAMH X H A N

If you are prone to mix up words like [Hjk ] and [ J§K ] , you should memorize the
following sentences:

BT THIR JE2M R > TEXJBEMKUE - EAHB AT A FEREING
LIPS TAISFE ©

L REEA B » FILINAZEEA KA -

SIS TR R HAY AR SR — > B2 N EAET » thig@ind » el B AR 2I Ty -
FTUAT EAH gt X A H LA A - T EA B il X A~ 2B CUR R 21 -

HAbe L EABIATFAY o

. A whole number followed by "...and a half" (3f) and "...and some" (...%): The Chinese
word order follows the pattern of "a pound and a half" rather than "one and a half pounds."
, the > or % follows the measure word and not tagged onto the end of the whole

number eg. — T o ZRFANTE » HRLEL 0 =T 2HER o

BAETANNLA » DERERT - not: JLH1A
P AT RIZRE L7 70 2 not: P
AR ALY > SEREZHET © not =Yk
BAEKILE T D EHKT - not — %Mk

The absolute amount of the "portion" (%) or "half" (3}) is always relative to the measure
that immediately precedes it. Numerical units like | ~ B ~ F also function as measure
words, and therefore can be followed by % to mean some portion of the numerical unit.
E.g. the % that follows (%) is some portion of one 3, whereas the % that follows T
is some portion of 1000.  When the numerical unit is -, the "...and some" can be
expressed by JL (3-9)aswellas % o
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E LXAENTLY - E ERXRENLILY -
XA F— M HAME=ZT 2% -
HAEXILF T LUy - BAEXILF T L0801 © (less common than +J177)

8. "Approximately" expressed by /=45 and the more colloquial >f&:

"Approximately" can be expressed by Z %, which precedes the number (cf. Lesson I).

Eg ZAZ =+ -

/£ 4, used in the sense of "approximately," is usually - but not necessarily - used with round
numbers, and it follows the M (when there is no proper M, it may follow a Nu-M).

=+ EA =MrER butnot: e =+1
R og Lt ? =+ =+Af  butnott = AL

A more colloquial word for "approximately" is & :
S is used after round numbers. Unlike /45, 3 follows the Nu and not the M.

BATRLAE=Z4RAEE - nott BATHLE=1PREE -
L 7 HRRT ! not: fhEZK T +RET !

3k has another very different function in quantifying time. When 3§ follows a #ime
period, it means "in the past...," and is synonymous with "/ 3&---" o The time-span

expression may end in either a N or a M (when the time span is just a Nu-M without a N,
then the 2§ follows the M):

=K (for the past 30 days) =X (approximately 30 days)

XA BB s BNGEHRS TIRS o not: X KEH] nor XA EHY
Why is +3 12 H] correct, but not ] &2 HA?
What does 2 PEHH mean? And +~ZEHH?

9. Use of the word f% (number of times). There are two basic patterns, the first one below
involves the bt pattern, which is covered in Lesson XIV.

a) ALBSVNufg (SV: K~~~ 5 etc) b) A &2 B 1Y Nu &%

XA B — 15 o thit@ i - XA 2RI o

fEid EHH IR LU -

EZIL= Y A+ -

HH % O M JLAE 2 o
Hebba K JLAE 2 o

% also functions like a M, and the usage of > and % (cf. #7 above) and be applied to it.

HEHEMA DR L HFRIMEZ - (ot FZfF)
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BZIL=+=% B+ -

HH S BoR M JLAE 2 o
FELa KL 2 o
HZIL=+% » A+ -

HH% BUE My JLAT 2 o
L gt K LA 2 o

Pitfall: An equivalent of the "A /& B i) Nu f%" is commonly used in English, but not the "A
tt. B SV Nu f5" pattern, so native English speakers tend to eschew the "A kt. B SV Nu "
pattern, or figure the wrong Nu in that pattern.

. Fractions and percentages. One pattern applies to both:

Fraction: denominator Nu 4322 numerator Nu Percentage: [ %) 2. numerator Nu

P2 = topzt “4p2— (not Fi% 2 —)
tHzEmEEs 2t

AR+ T Z DU SRR GO -
FE—ANE L - Sl A F A2 SHAR S T -

BT LU g 2 SN2 — AR 2 = T -

Pitfall: Reversing the word order of the numerator and denominator (as in English word order)

There are two word orders for "fraction/percentage of a certain thing":

a) fraction/percentage i) N b) N HY fraction/percentage (slightly less common than a)
FERXFTRY: » =022 —Hw A 2dME A o FEXFTRY: » #EN =02 —&IMEA -

As an alternative, the topic-comment pattern may also be used. This pattern is in fact
preferred when the topic is a noun phrase of some complexity.

Topic (noun phrase), fraction/percentage predicate

SEEBMAAD - () B2 AR -
R RIREULOR S - =42 TR Eit TR -

Just for fun, try translating the following:

Compared with last year, the number of students increased by 50%.
In other words, the number of students this year is one and a half times that of last year.

Answer: [LEESF » SENFENES TEO 2Tt -
HEt 2 o SENZEE AR EFEN 5 -
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