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VI: MODIFICATION OF ACTION, COMMAND AND REQUEST

Modification of action (description of action, "manner") by using a verb complement, to
describe the process or the result:

When the FV has no object:
FV 1% + verb complement

When the FV has an object:
FV-O FV 1§ + verb complement or O FV {5 + verb complement
butnot: FV-O 15 + verb complement (see faulty examples below)

The above patterns apply to modification of action, and "action" implies that the verb is a
functive verb (FV).

Pitfall: Since many verbs in English translate into V-O in Chinese, the unwary non-native
is prone to treat the V-O as though it's just a bisyllabic FV, leading to flawed sentences like
those in the following examples.

Describing the process:
fUiTE RS - 53R 18 o (in answer to: M5 IFELFE 2)
B SOE AR IRE - flPOE RS - but not:  fHIHPUERIRE o

Describing the result:
MPE NIRRT o MIPERIR T o (in answer to: fHIERARVER ELFE 2)
ARG FR T o but not:  fHPEXRARTFIR T4 -

Describing the process as well as the result:
RN Z IR HEREERE - XL Z IR R
but not: XALEZIPFIREREE -

The description can apply to the person's habitual manner of doing something or a specific
instance of it.

fl EEEEFF RN © (habitual) but not: fliEESTFRIE
7 - FTLUGERSEFFRIE o (habitual)  butnot: {3 1 - FTLUEREFHRIG -
5 RAEFAR » AT AUERS EFFR1E o (specific instance)

Description of action by verb-complements contrasted with using adverbs (+----+ 1 FV):

a. ZEIMAS KR IHIEREIEHE o (specific instance)(using verb complement)
i FARWRE MO T 1X—RAYZE 1A« (specific instance)  (using adverb)
BEZIH RIS EE S - (habitual) (using verb complement)
but not:  ZEFEINIRE MR -

(the adverbial pattern cannot be applied to habitual action)

Compare the usage of the two patterns when applied to a specific instance:

Using a verb complement: ZEEIf4 K PFHRIHGRE L -
Using an adverb: 4514 (RIS R ML T 6 — VA«
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The first sentence focuses on the "manner," and tells Aow the teacher conducted his
lecture today. The second sentence doesn't focus on the manner, but tells what the
teacher did today (he lectured on the vocabulary of this lesson), and (incidentally) he did
1t very clearly.

b. FEREAIIJLEEE M o (specific instance of past event) (using verb complement)
WERFA & m 244 i )L T —K ° (specific instance of past event) (using adverb)
BATBA R E E m 2L 2t JL—K o (specific instance of future event) (using adverb)
but not: Ff JIHAEILEIERE > o (the verb-complement pattern, while not outright

incorrect, is not commonly used with the future because its meaning is counter-logical)

Compare the usage of the two patterns when applied to a specific instance in the past:

HEREA BT AR & o You had an outing yesterday, eh? How did it go?
WERBA TR @SB ILT —K o What did you do yesterday?

Both refer to a specific instance that occurred yesterday, but the verb complement pattern
focuses on the manner of a given event, the adverbial pattern - if it focuses on anything at
all - focuses on "what happened, what did you do."

3. Verb-complement pattern in the negative. In the description of manner in which something
occurs, the action or event is a grven, so it cannot be negated. What can be negated is in the
manner, so the negative AN or % is inserted in the verb complement and not in front of the

main verb.
fRE SRIE A AN LT o but not: {HIEFCANERLFIT o nor  fHANEIELIT -

A RS E S E o butnot:  FFA7 R ARG EE -
nor:  HIEIMAPHREEEE -

Note how these sentences would be said in English:

He doesn't sing well.  (He sings alright, but not well.)
That teacher doesn't lecture interestingly. (The professor lectures, but not interestingly.)

Because in English the negative is applied to the verb and not to the description of manner -
which is counter-logical - there is the temptation to apply the same "illogical" word order in
Chinese.

4. Additional difference in verb modification between using verb complement and adverbial
modifier:

Using verb complement: Using adverb:
A AR FH AR TR - fEAn I i T EAR RS
AHE - I RIAT - fil Rz AL T B S
fll e AR VEFF R 45t But not: iR rith ik 172K ©
MEFERAER | Butnot: {FEIEFME | XL |

In the first two sentences, the modifier modifies the manner of the action (i.e. the process); in
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the latter two sentences, the modifier modifies the resu/t. The verb complement form may
be used to modify both the process and the result, but the adverbial modifier may only be
used to modity the process, not the result.

"Degree" of nominal modification. The following pattern is used to describe the degree to
which the subject is a certain way :

Subj. SV 15 + complement of degree

ERm RART TR AR REZAT T CREEZIRAE RS
BT BEART SR E RERAKRE  SHEILEEE

"Degree" of modification with verb complement modification. These two patterns are used
to describe the degree to which the subject does something in a certain manner:

Subj. FV 1§ SV 1§ + complement of degree
Subj. FV 5 1B SV, SV 5§ + complement of degree
(the SV in these two patterns is the manner in which the subject does something)

Modification with verb complement but without "degree" (description of manner, cf. #1):
LM ULAFARR © EIMHAF R T -

To the above example sentences, add the "complement of degree" to the description of
manner using the two patterns above:

CIMULG RIFATF T > EIWULG RIFRAGENTIE - BV RAFZ L AR
AR - IRIF B ARENTIE o AR - PRS2 EF BT

Modification with verb complement but without "degree" (description of manner, cf. #1):
il Fp ST ARG ftl FhSCE 15 R ELER AN — e

To the above example sentence, add the "complement of degree" to the description of
manner using the two patterns above:

it P S 5 e A R ELER AP A — A
fl H SO R - GF R R EER P E A —F -

More examples of describing an action coupled with "complement of degree":

il IF 2T iR A e AL At 42
HATIIR R TR E— R LURBHRREE -

. Command and request that something be done in a certain manner.

SV pertains to either the process or the result:
(&R FV SV — 4L

SV pertains only to the process (e.g. £ ~ 18 ~ B ~ it ~ K 7), not the result:
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(5 1K) SV —mJLFV
In a command or request, if the modifier can be conceived of as the result of the action
(rather than the process), then it must follow the verb (first pattern above), i.e., the second

pattern is no good.

"Process" is involved (both patterns acceptable):

TR IR R —rLk TR IR R — L
{REEANBENE — UL {REEANBEDINE — L
HBWT L - i KA — Lk e BT UL > TE AR — L

"Result" is involved (modifier must follow the verb):

VRREABEITE 2 — S L » but not:  {RAEABETE AE— 5 LU ©
EETE— AL e butnot: 1FFE— S L -

The logic is: result comes after the action. In the sentence {REEAREIIEHE — &L, 1§

% can apply to both the process and the result, but since it can be conceived of as the result

of the action, it must follow the verb (i.e. may not precede the verb as in the preceding three
sentences above).

In a command or request, when the complement follows the verb, the 5 is usually omitted,
although not omitting 75 is grammatically acceptable in most cases.

THIRBAIE R — G L o also acceptable: {FRBH KRG F— &L ©
{REEANBEULME — 5L o also acceptable: {REENREIFFIE — 5L o
HPETH—m )L e also acceptable: {HUEE THF— &L ©
TREENBEVLE R — 5L © also acceptable: {REENREVI/FEE— S L °

In cases where the modifier refers to the process and can either precede or follow the verb, it
will precede the verb if the verb carries an object.

No object involved: {E{REHRF— s JLK o or  iHRIHR R —L ©
Object involved: 1F{REHR R — m LKL ©
but not: {EIRIARER — LKL o nor IEIRBARAC AR — L

No object involved: {REEANRENG— S JLHF o or {REEAREF1E— L o
Object involved: {REEARBENE — S LT -
butnot: {REEAREIE— L% - nor {FHE
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