1.

X. TIME-WHEN, TIME-SPAN, AND OCCURRENCES

The distinction between "time-when" (point in time) and "time-span" (duration of time) is
crucial in determining the word order of time expressions in Chinese. In English, there is
a great deal of flexibility in word order for both kinds of time expressions, and grammatically
there is no difference between them, therefore "thinking in English" is likely to result in
wrong word order in Chinese. E.g.

Next year I'm going to Japan to study. (While the time-when expression "next year"
I'm going next year to Japan to study. can be located in four different places in the
I'm going to Japan next year to study. English sentence, there are only two
correct  I'm going to Japan to study next year. places to locate HH £ in the

equivalent
Chinese sentence.)

Time-when expressions follow the word order of MA (movable adverb) in Chinese, i.e.,
before or after the subject, but always before the verb:

(time-when) Subj. (time-when) predicate

HHEREEHARE 2 - HHHEEELEHARE S o but not FE X HAH FZHHAFE o
HRE L R IA s E T —laft ) BOK -

L HFRREHER ER RS TR ) BOK -

NI AR LR A B A8 K » 2B =D E IR A o
HHIEEHE AT LRA E 28K » BB B4 IR -

BANEFE A — 2T — R OGEBCET 4 o (T4 ¢ academic conference ]
BET—H@EIDZET —REGEH T2 -

3. Time-span as measure of duration of an event or action follows the verb. The event or

action can be already completed or in prospect:

Subj. verb T-span (in this pattern, the verb has no object)

AT AL K277 =28 -
BRI DOEBEAT 2 F2 T =K -
H/NIHRAE BB T DU4E -

RART A AL HARF 2 4K [H] 2

If the verb has an object, and the V-O combination indicates an action, then the time-span is
conceptualized as a quantifier of the action. In that case, the time-span expression never
follows the V-O combination, but rather the following sentence patterns may be used:

Subj. V (1) time-span O.

Subj. V-O V(1) time-span.

(preposed obj.) Subj. (preposed obj.) V('[) time-span.
(preposed obj. may precede or follow the Subj.)

butnot * Subj. V-O (') time-span.

T — A HFEPEE o WHGEH T — 4 -
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MPGEH T T - POBRE T =4 -
f i 5 2 —3E £ INiF © (in prospect)
but not HIE T =14 nor # 1 {E -+

VEXRBZIAK » WEHE EAKE
BT —BRFHKSS -
HMF ST —8X -
HRF5 T R o (marginal)
RFGHAU T —BERX o (marginal)
butnot HMMFKSS T —#K > nor B 7 HKF5—HK -

B2 EBTK - B HA B R(#I)FK S © (in prospect)

4. In contrast to the V-O combination /ndicating action, the V-O combination that indicates an
event or a mental state stays together when followed by a time-span expression indicating the
amount of time that has lapsed or will lapse since the event has occurred or the duration of
the mental state (i.e. the time-span expression follows the V-O). l.e., time-span as measure
of time lapsed since an event or duration of a mental state is expressed by the following
pattern:

V-0 time-span

HEAR=FET » 22 HARHEK © butnot BIF=FFK

(B % isanevent,and —4F is the amount of time that has lapsed since that event)

IR =+ RBR—HRE > ELARAESE T 2 not B - FHEXK
(%% is anevent,and —4F is the amount of time that has lapsed since that event)

i 4TSS ME R LEE -+ (RJEHE) not X JLFEME KX
(Z:1% K is an event in prospect)

Bt iR e ZE &2t —3EF - (F4th is a mental state)
BNt S smt B B —3E T (ER)Zh o (—3E 1 is treated as a time-when expression here)
but not HANGhEEIRHEEE —F 14t -

5. Time-when is not always just a pornt in time (a single moment), it sometimes appearsto be a

time-span expression in that it indicates a certain duration of time. The test is whether the
time expression focuses on "when something occurs" or "for how long the event/action lasts."

X=FZHR IUP 85I T EALM T2 o (X=+Z 5K "in the last thirty-
IUP X =T ZFRELINT Z AL M T P24 o some years" is a time-when expression)

IWWPEEN T =+ZHET - (=+%4 is duration of IUP's existence)

Is there any difference between the two sentences in the following pairs?

BIZZNZ T 4T o [123 + eat no meat )

(duration of activity: I've been a vegetarian for 10 years now.)
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PER T -

(time lapse since activity began: It's been ten years since I became vegetarian.)

ftlink 7 JLAFE 2 (W& ¢ take drugs ]
(duration of activity: How many years was he on drugs?)
flilk= L5 1 2
(time lapse since activity began: How many years has it been since he started taken
drugs?)

6. Time-span as measure of time lapse without a certain action/event occurring: In this case,
the time-span expression precedes the verb phrase:

(Subj.) time-span /{5 VP...

MR RREEH » ZKEIZR T -

TR K AR T T -

XHREE=AHEFWT °

HIZRZCETHET - thitE i R ERIZA T -

MR RGN 1 > Bt LXK s Hal %
[ ZH : boss; MIFT ¢ to increase salary )

7. A review point (Lesson VII, 7b, 9a, 9b): The Sentence- | in a sentence that contains a
time-span expression brings the action or situation up to the present, and indicates that the
action or situation is on-going. Without the Sentence- |, the action or situation has been
concluded after a certain duration.

k& 4 - SHELTHEF T - il & 7 +5 7 » —ERIETHE)
REZFR W - SHF— Mg 1 KK |

REZFER TN T KRAEFIWMEITTET -

K2R ER AR R - KRRk T i (situation over)

RS RFTINE T - BINER NEHAI TIEL T o (on-going situation)

8. Time by the clock also distinguishes between time-when (point in time) and time-span
(amount of time).

a) Point in time.

REEAED)  PFEFEA JARUIE (or #E) EIELD

=% = = H =10

—H0D A0 =E)—z =A==z =AFNh5(F used for up to 9
min.)

M EZE T ZE 70 A PR ZE—Z Z—ZIM L butnot i —Z%I=

(note: a small amount of time short of a certain hour may precede or follow the hour)

b) Amount of time.
JLAS AEk/hey A fe /N W er =208 =% BRI
a4~ ek () =+ 1r (B PO Bek/NR (&) —Z) ()
A BRER/N 22+ H (B PaA Sk /N 22 —Z) ()
% —AVA Ty WA ek butnot F/id —ZI/+Frgr PUAS B/ /N
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(note: a small amount of time short of a whole hour may precede or follow the whole hour)

Clock time words:
S~ 0 ~ 4] are measure words, numbers precede them directly.

sl ~ JNE ~ B (e.g. =43 %d1) are nouns, a M must be added between the Nu and the
N.

Words that denote a segment of time ({F/& ~ £ L ~ EF ~ T4 ~ i I) can be added to a
clock-measured point in time, and they are added in front because they denote larger units,

eg fAEA B/ U~ B B e

Words that denote specific points in time may be added in front of clock-measured point in
time to modify it (in this case, to further clarify), e.g. HF+ & ~ P& o

. Expressions that denote relative points in times (time-when, relative to the present or some
other point in time):

a. Independentrelative time-when words (used without a reference point in time):
MGET ~ LLET ~ JFE ~ LUE ~ 2AJ5 o Grammatically they are MA's.

BONET/ AT AR SR o 5ok » Bt HImERT -
[ #9835 7K rock and roll; ik #: appreciate; #iL: classical ]

it = RN —(GLE ARG 11 o UG A B E R E R T -

M~ LLET ~ 5 ~ LLJG: As adverbs indicating time, M Hj and LLH{[ are
interchangeable (but only LLHj can be used in a relative time clause, cf. below), but
there is a shade of difference between f53( and LLf5: J53K simply means "later on,"
whereas [Lf§ means "thereafter," linking it to a particular event in the past or possibly
in the future (cf. the two example sentences above).

SRJ5 1is a word that is often confused with 53 and LLJ5. #A)5 is used in the second
clause of a two-clause sentence (or in the second of two closely linked sentences), to
indicate a consequential as well as temporal relationship between the two clauses,
whereas f52f and [lJ5 indicate a temporal (subsequent) relationship. The event
introduced by #Af5F may or may not occur immediately following the preceding event,
but the time lapse is usually small, whereas the time lapse in a sentence introduced by J5

> or LLJG may be quite big.

fldt 1 kR - RETRIRELRE T -

LR T F o 7 AER > DUG/JERE LR BEAENE T -

RS T ARSI = ) TR - SR EE CF 17— AR e

i E R I BAIA L TS - nDEARIE U ZE 2 M X R B C RSl

o

b. Points in time relative to an event: -----: Dlagi / CLfG / B9t / WHER / etc.
These "relational words" are tagged on to the end of the relevant events:

i E IR B R » S BB T — AR TE - [ff)E: to fire ]
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HLTE AR - 2 T80T — T DL 2 23 A0 58 JLagiih o

[ 1475 Beethoven; 32N : symphony ]

LLE] and LLfF, aside from relating to specific events, can relate to time-spans as well,

e.g. —KUIET~ EANDEILE -

10. Number of occurrences: Grammatically, the word order is the same as "time-span"
expressions, i.e., the  number of occurrences follows the verb. If a V-O is involved, it
follows the patterns indicated in point 3.

o TR o butnot fHIRE T
FTHEIEFT T =) 17 =ZHIE butnot FT THIF=IX

B R > RIS e X RE WA T P -
but not e FUT 7 %I B AT -

EIME MR T = [ » (RE2EABHEE ?
WEREZ T _RAHFET - butnot HH K7 ZIKAEGLET -
NTHEEAITTERRE - TFW LK - [F0D: to argue ]

11. Specific occurrences:  Grammatically, the word order is the same as "time-when"
expressions, i.e., the specific occurrence (singular or plural) occupies the position of a MA.
Specific occurrences is usually - but not always - preceded by a specifier or the ordinal
number prefix 8.

fili 2 —YOCRHEZ T T B

X IR ELE N T 4 R L but not filRIXL » -+

o — A7 B AR WI K AN AR %

1 Al 2] T EERAII K —1K B CR B -

K P YR A - R RIS S RERAY » XU R — R EH . — A

(note plural number of times, which is still "specific occurrences" and not "number of
occurrences")

Pitfall: Sometimes what appears to be a case of number of occurrences is actually specific
occurrences. This is similar to the phenomenon described in point 5.

AP R, FEATER o (specific occurrences)
gk Wik, A REBREATESR © (number of occurrences)
A T S LR Fwh > FR N T HE % 7715 AF  (specific occurrences)
(The several times they argued were all due to disagreement over child-rearing
methods.)

61



