XII. RESULTATIVE VERBS; TRAVELING

A.1. The "resultative verb" construction (RV) is widely used in Chinese, and since it has no
parallel in English, a new groove for it needs to be carved into the mind of the
native-English-speaking student. The concept of resultative verb compounds is introduced in
all basic Chinese language textbooks, but it takes quite a bit of "immersion" for the various
manifestations to gradually "soak in." Since the RV is one of the most important features of
colloquial Chinese, one mark of a native or near-native speaker of Chinese is the ability to
use RV's spontaneously.

The RV consists of a leading verb and a "resultative ending" (RVE): RV=V+RVE

There are four forms of the RV:
Basic (usage includes commands and requests): V+RVE

WEEE RUETH Y e
Actual (have reached the resultant state): V+ RVE [
YR BT et T
Positive capability (called "potential" in some textbooks): V 5 RVE
KR ZEE -2 Ee
Negative capability: V A~ RVE
KAE] A KRBT REAE

Among the many uses of the RV isin ! sentences (cf. XI.5.b.)
Some characteristics of the RV:

a) It's a very succinct way to express the idea of atfempting to do something and the result.
Expressions that convey the same ideas in English are more wordy.

b) The RVE often provides information on why something can't be accomplished.
SEARD  can't buy because it's too expensive

SERF| / SEAFE  can't buy because it's unavailable

SEARTS  can't buy because of some (legal) restrictions (e.g. under-aged person trying to
buy liquor)

¢) While most RVE's indicate the "result" of the main verb, quite often, the so-called RVE
does not indicate "result" per se, but is something else that uses the structure of the RV.
We will see examples of this in the list of RVE's under 5.

2. Not all four forms exist for each RV, for the following reasons:

a) Due to the meaning of the paired V and RVE, some of the forms simply don't make sense.
E1F#C  torespect (able to look up to)

E AL to disdain (unable to look up to) but not: Fi#d or Hifd |
SEfS#C  can afford to buy
SEA#E  can't afford to buy but not: 3E#C or Ef T

b) Some RVE's have more than one meaning.

HA TN pleasesitdown AANT  to have sat down

69



but 45 and AL AR, in the sense of able fo sit down and unable to sit down don't
exist, because | as a RVE has another meaning, able fo fit in.
Examples of the RVE |, meaning "able to fit in":

c) Some RV's are idiomatic, and are not generated freely.
BT can't go wrong but ££5 7 doesn't exist
ZF A% unfit for wearing (e.g. too gaudy)  but not ZE{5 nor ZFEH T
IZA{H  too tough to take, can't take it ~ N1Z{57H cantakeit butnot IZJH |

. The leading verb is usually a FV, but it can also be a SV.

Examples with the leading verb being a SV:
FRATT  EARE  HAGEHEAT AEFORAT
AR LA » AT “HASE » thHEA T © 7 (negative capability)

Examples with the leading verb being a FV:
it DL — B FepIhE+ » B A = - HSC IR [ -

(positive capability, positive actual)
GRS A S LR L » BRI o AT LSS FIRIZ Y - (negative actual)
EBIFEEL S R (R B ZEEIEIET -

(negative imperative, basic, positive imperative)
A wide variety of grammatical forms can occur as RVE:
a) SV's: qF s BE T (N W N () RO URHZI T SR RSE

b) FV's: T : WA 3l PR1GEh BRIV NES 3T
o wET W EJwWT A AE
(note the altered meanings of these words when used as RVE's)

c) Others: & : %% T(liao) : WZ AT 5 (fit to) : F A5 (unfit for the eye)
#&*(succeed, catch on, attain) : $¢& | -~ HEAE  J(reach in time) : AR &

d) Directional verbs (dirV): T : IZAR | +EAE
s AE A H e ERE

e) Theverbs ¥ and %: £ T ®WHE 5K (note special meaning of £ here)

f) The combination of dirV+3§/2:  [EI+4/2: : EAMEIET  #/H+HR/ZE - AR
BRI A EER ko E+Xk) s AR delE s dudk T

*7& has three usages which need to be distinguished from each other:

a. RVE,asin (&7 ~ ELABE

b. Aspect marker indicating "sustained state," e.g. AARE(zhe)li K (cf. Lesson VIILS5.)

c. Verb meaning "to catch ," e.g. & (zh20)F ~ BEK ~ BA
In the simplified character system, /& is distinct from the character 2 zhu (as in &% ~ E/F).
But in the complex character system, & and ¥ are merged into one (). So in the complex
character system, one needs to make a four-way distinction with the character 3.
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5. The converse of the phenomenon noted in #4 is that there are no words that function only as
RVE's, i.e., all RVE's are words used in their derived meaning. The SV RVE's are most
faithful to their original meaning. RVE's derived from FV and those in the "others"
category are somewhat "stretched." Those that are derived from dirV, /2%, and the dirV+

fe/7= combination are sometimes quite literal, but sometimes quite figurative or idiomatic.

Here are some figurative meanings of these RVE's, some of which are not "results" per se,
but simply take on the structure of the RV. Some of the figurative meanings seem rather
farfetched; it may be best to learn them as idioms:

T (accommodate) {35 F /5 AN 2
I (attainment, "respect")  %&F K% BEALIR B LT HEEER

7 I w2 = R 7 07 N b v 3 1 5= 20 SR o = 4
#c (afford to, respect)  FHARHIA AAAE KL
>k (able to do) A2 B0 TAF » i flfs g 2 A B 2 A
J (open, apart, emotionally "broadened") ¥J1H5H &EAH FBHAH BT
YH (idiomatic usage) "z ANJH (too tough to take, can't take it) 174578 (can take it)
H+3 ("out")  AHH!SE(to think of something afresh) & Hi 5l Bk H L BELG
N+ (to attain/obtain a goal) IX{X—E B H R ZE T R

{67 =D HBOEEEAR A Tk T

|+ (whenitcomesto...) B FERNMEH TS HIA
N+Z (continue to...) IFH N2 FATET
i+ (to V up something, to start doing something, when it comes to doing something)

Wiedok  FEECE T (recall) ABATENERE  ULESRIHRAKE o AT HRER -
i +% ("come around") BT AT Gt I e el B AN I R
it+% (pass muster, pass "out") FfFiFE  AdE ELFET

6. If an RV involves an object, the object may be located in two places:
a) Preposed object: Topic (object), Subj. RV (preferred)

Subj. f8-O RV (basic and actual forms of RV only, not for
positive/negative capability forms)

FAENET > B HEILE - Ho— @ B ER B R T o
R T - 15 BIMGE T B ARR R T IGE -

A ERNELT » BHAEREEKT o butnot: FIEIAHEMLFREAKLRT -
AR - S

b) Object placed after the RVE:
With simple RVE:  Subj. VRVEO $F—EFBEI{FMEFENZLF -
TERE LT
With RVE+3/%:  Subj. VRVE O /%
In some cases, there is this alternative: Subj. V RVE+3/Z O (marginal)
but not Subj. V O RVE+3/2.
A3k T TR T but not:  FHALFEHER [
REAN H fH ) 44 7k TEAS SR dt ) 445 but not:  FEAHHY L F A Hisk
(When the object is specified and is the object of the leading verb - as in the above
examples, the "preposed object" patterns above are preferred.)

NERCHE T (object not specified) butnot: MBI T or NEHERT
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B.1.

& N2 (object is linked to ) butnot: FE FEIL or FEIFE
i E %k (object is linked to [H]) but not: HF[E[SEFK

The best strategy is to learn the main pattern for active use, keeping the alternative pattern for
comprehensive only, because it works only sometimes.

Interrogatives involving RV's. All the standard interrogative forms may be applied to the
RV. In the case of the "capability" form of RV, the "choice type question" is
V-#%-RVE V-A3-RVE

ERIEAIN 2 EIRE S IEP I
ASAE A A 2 e P,
. Pitfalls:

a) Omission of 2f¢/Z= in using the dirV+3}¢/Z: combination because the "direction
toward/away from  the speaker" is not in one's mind.

wrong: /N ET - VN T -
INARE BT o NBABE EREE T o
JNBRRE FLL T e /NBRBE EARET o (both acceptable, but not as good as above)

wrong: g 2 WIS 2 VARG LRIk 20 2
wrong: AT ARRHIR » REJEHRKE o VHEANTS KKK » FEJEHRER -

b) Matching leading verbs with RVE's (knowing which leading verbs go with which RVE's),
especially the idiomatic ones (5 above). Some RVE's differ only in nuance, so special
attention is needed to distinguish among them, e.g.:

FIS#CHE (canrecall) S HIE (can think of)  FH{S%| (can expect)
2 FF (can think through an emotional problem)

What about 15 | vs. FEF?

¢) Avoidance of the "capability" form of RV. Due to an inclination to translate from the
English "Subj. can/can't ..." into the Chinese "Subj. FEARE:---- » one might miss
using the much more colloquial and expressive RV. E.g. *fi fgE3E instead of £

8~ TR~ EAEH.

Traveling. The fullest sentence pertaining to traveling includes the following elements: a)
from..., b) to..., ¢) by means of (mode of transportation), d) for the purpose of.... The
"time-when" of the travel follows the "time-when" pattern covered in Lesson X, so it's not
included in this discussion. The first three elements - "from A + to B + by means of..." -
follows this sentence pattern:

Subj. (means) M-+ (means) #|---F&/ZE  ("means" may come before or after M\ :--)
The main verb in this pattern is the /2 at the very end. The other elements are all CV

phrases. The ordering of the CV phrases is determined by the temporal sequence, which is
perfectly logical. Any of the CV elements may be omitted if not relevant, but the &/% is
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essential. (What if you want to emphasize the point of origin, destination, or mode of
transportation, rather than 3¢/2? In Lesson XIV, we will introduce the J&:--HY pattern
which serves this purpose.)

PP R A K ML E B2 -

Hpia R M AL AR KRS B2 -
HACBHE R AL CHLNEF AL HOR T -

(why is the T attached to ¢ and not to any of the CV's?)
HACEHER WE AL WHLBE R T -

An alternative pattern, favored in the South (including Taiwan), is:

Subj. (means) M\ --- (means) 3&/Z---(destination)

Pl R A K% WAL B
PR NI K E 2 B
HACEHER AL CHLANE BRI T -

. Traveling for the purpose of... There are three possible sentence patterns to use. Learn at
least the first one for active use, but learn the other two as well for comprehension.

(M=) F---R/E pur-VP AL L
(pur-VP: verb phrase stating the purpose)

(A=) B3R/ pur-VP SR/Z% AR B 2R
(M=) El--- pur-VP SR/Z% FALRE R

What is the difference between A4 K| FiEE and F| b ygFAL KIL?

When the event of going somewhere for a certain purpose is "completed action," the | is
attached to the >f¢/7= ar the end of the sentence. Hence, the first of the three patterns
above may not be used (because /2 is not at the end of the sentence).

No good: (M\--) F---k/ET pur-VP
OK: (M=) F---K/E pur-VP R/ET
No good:  (M--+) #---/E T pur-VP /%
OK: (M=) F--- pur-VP /KT

WEEFEEREET o WEEHEEEEEET -
butnot: W EEIEEE T 2 -

There is also an alternative set of patterns, favored in the South, paralleling the alternative
mentioned at the end of section 1.

(A--) /- pur-VP WS S R -
completed action: ~ (M\--+) H/F--- pur-VP R/ET WEZEEEH¥ET -

There is also the pattern  "(J\--+) f&/Z=--- pur-VP 7" (with "pur-VP 1" at the end) , but
it conveys "change" rather than "completion of action."
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R EEEEE YT - (imminent move)
MR EEE T e (MESATEIR T » T EEEEST )

3. The coverb {f ("toward") - used to indicate direction - is often used in conjunction with
traveling. The object of {3 can be a location ({£7F & &), a direction ((FHiAE, {FHIH),

and even a non-physical entity ({F:{F4b%H); and the main verb following 13-O is not
necessarily a verb of movement (it can be a FV like & ~ #H).

TR — EES R T

IRMNXJLLERIE » AR A8 BL2E IIBRKEE T -
SREBALELER L2

RN % 2 (RGN AR - 512 REHREEAR AN T (R
HATH AR ESMT S - AT ARV S AR & o

HR o AR SO R AL AR TE I ER A F Y

BRE 5 BRI BGR EEE R XA TT A R -

(RE LM R LEEE CHUBEE HLIENR 2 NAZIE R A L2 X0 !

Figurative usage of {£ | : Aside from its literal meaning ({RIHENS 2 BI{E T EBAH
T 1), ¥ T has the figurative meaning of "continue to..." (synonymous with V-~ %), e.g.:

REETE/LABAE T -

HELHEFRIEE T » (RALETR T -

HXS ORI = AN - ARALET W T o (FE 7 HIE)
MER R RBX A BE T RAIZE R 2

4. 1 has a postverbial usage, which occurs most frequently in schedules of airplanes, trains, etc.
This usage is a bit formal, and is restricted to use with intransitive, single-syllable leading verbs:
GRME ERAIE FIBIET -
JUINBIR SN > CHLARREAEAR LIS » Bl II7E RF WAEE T o [B## ¢ descend ]
TR MK FE L 23kuE T o [5G ¢ to enter the station ]
SR EHERENN » WIEHAR WHLEZ1R A o [FXF ¢ thunderstorm : 245 : delayed ]

What's wrong with these sentence?
AN R E R EAEEID o
* AR E R R T HRAE AR E AN EH BT
FRATAEFTHIEEE D -

Answer: In all the above sentences, {¥ should be used as a coverb rather than postverb.
Now please revise the above sentences accordingly.

What about this sentence? Is it OK?  FA I AN FTEFEYMAHLIE o
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