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XIII. COMPARISONS AND DISTANCES 
 

1.  Making comparisons in Chinese:  Sentence patterns that express comparisons are totally 
different in English and Chinese, so it's essential to formulate your comparison idea in your 
mind in Chinese.  There are no comparative adjectives (slow/ slower; slowly / more slowly) 
in Chinese, so don't even start down that line of thought.  The main sentence patterns that 
express comparisons can all be subsumed under this formula: 

     
    A CV-B VP   
  
 a)  A and B are being compared 
  
 b)  CV may be one of the following:   
 

c)  VP (verb phrase) states their sameless or difference.  VP can be:  
 
  SV:   
  SV + complement (degree of difference):  
  AV-VP:   
  Adv. SV/AV-VP:   
  Others, e.g. V-O:   

 
2.  Same or not?  Equally…or not? 
 
 a) Subj. (items being compared)  (SV/VP) 

b) A /  B  (SV/VP) 
  
  

  or   
  (note:   may be located before the CV or before the main VP)  

  
   
  
    
  
 
Pitfall:  Being mentally too fixated on "comparison" can lead to over-using , i.e., using 

 where / should be used. 
 
 wrong:      (cf. #3)   
 

3.  Is A as …as B? 
 
 a) A( ) B SV/VP     
 b) A /  B SV/VP   (there are no positive counterparts to / ) 
 c) A  B    (What does "A  B" mean?) 

 
This pattern is used mostly in the negative form.  The positive variation of this pattern is not 
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used much.  The positive sentence pattern "A B VP" is synonymous with "A
B  VP."  Between the two, the latter is preferred.  However, the interrogative form "A

B VP ?" is preferred over "A B  VP " 
 
 (OK)    
 (preferred)     

 (OK) 

 (preferred)   

  
  
  
  
   (cf. ,  15) 
 meticulous, to care about  
  mental state  
  
 social order (law and order in society)  
 faked goods  
     

4.  A ( )  B SV/VP 
 but not *A B SV (use instead:  A B diminutive SV)  (this is a common pitfall) 

 
     not:   
  
  chop prices, bargain  
  
  
    

5.  A  B SV/VP + complement ( quantity, fraction/percentage)   
  
  

   
 Rolex  
  
 

6.  a) A  B / SV/VP 
b) (implied reference of comparison), A / SV 
 
  
  /   
  
 

7.  Comparing manner of action (variations on the patterns in #2-6): 
 
a) A V-  /  B  (…)    A /  B V-  (…) 
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 but not  *   
 
b) A V-  / /  B …  A / /  B V- … 
 
         
 but not   *  
  fluent   
    
 
c) A V-   B …(manner)          A  B V- …(manner) 
 
  
   
  
    or    
 
d)  A V-   B …(manner) + complement  A  B V- …(manner) + complement 
  
  
  
 
e) A V-   B / …      A  B V-  / … 
 
  
 

8.  Separation and distances:  The key pattern is a variation of the pattern "A CV-B VP" given in #1:   
 
   A B VP 
 
 VP may be:   
  Adv / : / / / / /  + /  ( /  alone is too "abrupt" ) 
  SV+complement ( ) 
  /  + measure of distance (+ ),  but not "* + measure of distance (+ )" 
 
  wrong:  (common pitfall)       

 
  
  direct  
  

   
 
9.  Pitfalls from two other kinds of interference from English:  
 

a)  Misplacing  after the SV or VP, as though it's a preposition in English, e.g.;  
 not:    but:     
 not: not: but:  
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b)  Confusing  with  because both are translated into "from," e.g.:   
 
 not:   not:   but:   
 

10. Comparison of distances:  All the comparison patterns in #2-6 can be applied to 
comparisons of distance.  The items being compared (A and B in patterns #2-6) become  

 "P-1  P-2" when applied to distances.   
 
  ("from here" is implied) (A  B SV+complement) 
    
   (A  B SV+complement:  P-1  P-2  P-3  P-4 SV+complement) 
    
   (A  B  SV :  P-1  P-2  P-3  P-4  SV) 
     
   (A B SV: P-1  P-2  P-3  P-4 SV) 

  
  
  
  
 
 

11. The examples in #10 pertain to comparing the distance between two points and two other 
points.  Now let's compare the distance between two points and a third point.  What we are 
comparing here are: 

 
   P-1                P-2 
       P-2        P-1 

      P-3                P-3 
 (draw lines to connect P-1 and P-3 to P-2)  (draw lines to connect P-1 to P-2 and P-3) 
  P-1  P-2 and P-3 P-2      or   P-1  P-2 and P-1 P-3 
 
 The same sentence patterns in #10 are used, but some duplicated elements may be omitted: 
 
 ( )( )    P-1  P-2  (P-1) ( ) P-3  SV 
  P-1 (  P-2)  P-3  P-2 SV? 
 ( )    P-1 (  P-2)  P-3  P-2 SV+complement  
 
12. Use of  in measurements:  The use of  in measuring distances (cf. #8) applies to all 

measurements.   is generally not used in statements of measurement, or only marginally 
acceptable at best.  This is a common pitfall. 

 
    
    
    
        
    
       
    


