XIII. COMPARISONS AND DISTANCES

1. Making comparisons in Chinese: Sentence patterns that express comparisons are totally
different in English and Chinese, so it's essential to formulate your comparison idea in your
mind 7n Chinese. There are no comparative adjectives (slow/ slower, slowly / more slowly)
in Chinese, so don't even start down that line of thought. The main sentence patterns that
express comparisons can all be subsumed under this formula:

A CV-B VP

a) A and B are being compared
b) CV may be one of the following: 8 ~ k.~ (%) & ~ AU ~ ~M&
c) VP (verb phrase) states their sameless or difference. VP can be:

SV: —fE -~ B5 - HHE -~ T~ R

SV + complement (degree of difference): {R{5% ~ & =~
AV-VP:  Ziiih ~ 2100 ~ GEfd Al ~ =Rk 5
Adv. SV/AV-VP:  —FkEfEY: ~ —REE Wbk 5%

Others, e.g. V-O:  WGH|WLAX ~ & UL

2. Same or not? Equally...or not?

a) Subj. (items being compared) (A~ ) —f£ (SV/VP)
b) A JR/F B () —F¢ (SV/VP)

PCFRAXTA (5E2) —ff e

MWHAEWIS—K » BE TR EZ T A or oo » BT IRL T A -
(note: %t may be located before the CV or before the main VP)

X LR SR R4z -
HAMHA R -

RNERZT AEEBUL -

HH | A P 7 SR AL AL TS 3 — G 2
H SCER FP SR 2 2

Pitfall: Being mentally too fixated on "comparison" can lead to over-using L, i.e., using
tt. where ¥R/F]] should be used.

wrong:  HEARA—1EmE o YHREBIRA S o VIEERE © (cf. #3)
3. IsAas...as B?
a) AG%)E B (Hf4 ) SV/VP
b) A AU/ AE B (H84 ) SV/VP  (there are no positive counterparts to A Y1/ ANMER)
c) A Iyl B (What does "A % B" mean?)

This pattern is used mostly in the negative form. The positive variation of this pattern is not
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used much. The positive sentence pattern "A 5 B ( Jf 2 ) VP" is synonymous with "A f§
B —f# VP." Between the two, the latter is preferred. However, the interrogative form "A
E B (A4 ) VP 14?" is preferred over "A fi B —ff VP g 2"

BB BRI 2 5[ WAX  (OK)
JEERERTEBR — £ S [ MAX © (preferred)

FEHE - o g E RERIACH R — BT 2 (0K)
FEFRE - o HE R A ICE R AL RITIS 2 (preferred)

TR EIRI 2888 -

TEEE » BEREE BRI 205 AKX -

HHCEAWMNATIR LT -

a4 K LUF G NHEIE 2B T o

W NER AN S, EEE 2 (f “ARKRLSER” , (MEXIE) 15)

MHT AR A IRZE A O F AR ST » BESIHEDL T o [ 15T meticulous, to care about )
ittt UG RORE AR A QI DART T o (KSR : mental state ]

5 ER LR B AW A DLRT T o

XL S ZAWHFELET T o (#2184 social order (law and order in society) ]
TRELBEVDT B MR E 6T R 0e 2 (8 MU AL WE B | [({E M faked goods ]

. ACF) H. BSV/VP
but not *A . B AN SV (use instead: A L. B diminutive SV)  (this is a common pitfall)

HATRZRVGEL RIS - NERLLAIRIIESEE ©  not:  {MERELAIRYME A 8T -

AT IS LA R TRLE » PR F AL AR -

FEREETMAH » REFELLAAT 28 7 - [#R47: chop prices, bargain ]
TREUAELL R S H A g e E 2 7o 2

FRAE AR UREUELLR N H AT g E 2 T 27 REARIEN L E A RE

. A [t BSV/VP + complement (£3% ~ — i JL ~ quantity, fraction/percentage)

. a)
b)

HSCEE AR SMEHE A2 — s L ©
NZBRANRSELC AL T -

ELHY Rolex TR B HIE LA
SENZEABLEFNZHED 2 AT -

A [t B ¥/ A% SV/VP
------ (implied reference of comparison), A 5/ A% SV

Wit AR 1 L S IR o o
IEELL A XS SR — s, - AR R R LI B ik AN §f -
SEIFNERAGART T > AL eSS E AT A

Comparing manner of action (variations on the patterns in #2-6):

a)

AV-E B/ B () —FE () A JYM BV () —F# (...)
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it i F S AR A B — R o e P ) A SO — R o
butnot  *fth it FHSCAFER AR E A —HELF o

b) AV-§ WH/AWAME B (BL) ... A BE/AWAE BV-FH (L) ...
IZ AR ANTEFF A IZ 2 A K - IZAR A EIZZ I AEEK
butnot  *IZAHY NG HIZERIAAK o
AR SCEIAAEE » AR AR AR WS SRR A [iF]: fluent)
AR SRS » AR AR SR R E S 205 R -

¢c) AV-f% Lt B ...(manner) A Bt B V-1%...(manner)

S (RGN o RS AR -

ST, TS R -

S R s BRI > RS M T -

B Rid e BEAMEEE - or ik BA LA AEE .

d) AV-{§ [t B ...(manner) + complement A Bt B V-1%...(manner) + complement

Al 1A SRR AR L5530 R I SRR 2 -
A XA AR b 55 1B BRI AG 2 R O BAT LTI 2 1 -

e) AV-f§ bt BEE/ A% A Lt BV-f3 H/ALE...
HATZ LR K EE B,
8. Separation and distances: The key pattern is a variation of the pattern "A CV-B VP" given in #1:
A B BVP
VP may be:
Adv /i AARARAEE /A E L/ + 3Z/3F G/ alone is too "abrupt" )

SV+complement (2 T ~ 1%1R)
E/¥A + measure of distance (+H £.3£), but not "*J&+ measure of distance (+H[5 2 L))"

wrong: HLYEIHE IR =T HE o (common pitfall) vHALEIHEILH =T %HEH o
BAxBERE A Z » vJLUERE X -

GALEETHER T o E@E WHLEN/NTEEEl T o [ EE: direct ]
HAEIRNE 20k ? BARER » KEM ~ =T R EE -
HLEEANBEE AL 20 !

9. Pitfalls from two other kinds of interference from English:

a) Misplacing & after the SV or VP, as though it's a preposition in English, e.g.;
not: AT EHFL © but: FEE AL ©
not: FFAFRAEELMK - not: HFEFREEAN - butt WEHFAWHFRAHE -

77



10.

11.

12.

b) Confusing & with M because both are translated into "from," e.g.:
not: WHRMNFAE o not: NEMEKBNZERE o but: HEEARAE o

Comparison of distances: All the comparison patterns in #2-6 can be applied to
comparisons of distance. The items being compared (A and B in patterns #2-6) become
"P-1 & P-2" when applied to distances.

BB G — AL o ("from here" is implied) (A Et B SV+complement)
R EE SR EE G REE—S L -

(A tt B SV+complement: P-1 B P-2 Bt P-3 & P-4 SV+complement)
JERE R R E TN E N2 —FEE -

(A fl B —F¢ SV: P-1 B P-2 f] P-3 B P-4 —FE SV)
MeEErmEEItEES_ (B2 ) & -

(AEH B4 SV:P-1 F P-2 %A P-3 & P-4 Jf4 SV)
NS AR E 2RI 20T 2
HAEEA LA B BB — A -
HAEEIAL AL E TG % -
NS LA S BN I i J LA -

The examples in #10 pertain to comparing the distance between two points and two other
points. Now let's compare the distance between two points and a third point. What we are
comparing here are:

P-1 P-2
P-2 P-1
P-3 P-3
(draw lines to connect P-1 and P-3 to P-2) (draw lines to connect P-1 to P-2 and P-3)
P-1 B P-2and P-3 B P-2 or P-1 B P-2and P-1 E P-3

The same sentence patterns in #10 are used, but some duplicated elements may be omitted:

HHKE R R (E) 2Rz - P-1 & P-2 fl P-D(E)P-3 —Ff SV
Sl (PR AraEEETEN 20T 2 P-1 (& P-2) A% P-3 & P2 Ji4 SV?
AEH(E B L INE Edgir— s P-1 (& P-2) tt P-3 E P-2 SV+complement

Use of 5 in measurements: The use of F in measuring distances (cf. #8) applies to all
measurements. Jg is generally not used in statements of measurement, or only marginally

acceptable at best. This is a common pitfall.

RILIAOLTZ R -

EPNKREME= (H) -

XEHEEEZ -

TR EH — EpE - T2 AR 2
A L% -

KRR EEE Pk ?

BN BEEEANZ K -
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