XIV. SENTENCE WORD ORDER IN SUMMARY AND SPECIAL CONSTRUCTIONS
1. Verb phrase word order:

Non-interrogative sentences:

(MA) Subj. (MA) VP

VP: a. ASV

A AV CV-O(...) V-O
A AV CV-0O(...) (V-O)V-PV-O
A AV CV-O (...) (V-O)V-5 complement
A AV CV-O(...)RV
A AV CV-0O (...) (V-O)V T +time-span/occurrences
MA includes: T-when and specific occurrences, as well as words like & ~ B ~ 7] &
(...) indicates that there may be more than one of the preceding element

Mo oo

Example sentences for the above patterns:

BRI
b, (BEOAfAR 24 ) BB S LS -
c. HATBHREL AT DR SRR K BIR 2R
b I LG % - (AT @A 28 - B0 | )
d. BREFEEEIT IUP ZHise A SR Al
HABERIT TUP ZHigefl (X)) “#5¢ °
f. (EEhs MAHEABE - ) REDHE= -~ T -
K TUP iy » CE & 7 20 M - {1 i e —4F o

o

@

Interrogative sentences: follow the patterns listed in Lesson II.
2. Noun phrase with one or more modifiers:

Modifiers always precede the noun being modified. The following elements may be noun
modifiers: SV's (if ~ {HH ~ 5 ), N or PN (often - but not necessarily - indicating
possession), time expressions (T-when as well as T-span), location phrases, verb phrases,
embedded sentences. In short, just about anything can be a noun modifier.

The modifier is "usually" linked to the modified noun by fY. But there are exceptions
(a.b.c. below):

a. The modifier is "agglutinated" to the N. "Agglutinated" modifiers are usually single-

syllables:

FE | BRARS A TR T Il B BRI
LR/ Bt/ AR Bz JER /L EERoK
w1 BEE HhEE 1 NERRE

This is similar to "blackbird" vs. "yellow sparrow," "blackboard" vs. "yellow board," and
"mankind" vs. "new kind" in English.

b. The modified noun has a special fixed meaning (i.e. the modifier is not "selective")
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C.

HUZE  S2E A TRAT K
The modified noun is used in a formal, literary way, as in titles of books, brand names, etc.

(LKD) HEHWP (Blue Ribbon Beer) (LLEHE)

d. The following types of noun modifiers are always marked by [ at the end:

@® Noun and pronoun modifiers indicating possession (except with single-syllable
pronoun modifiersindicating relationships, in which [} is optional)

e or Mtk FAIAHK or A

but not: {tH{ B3 (ftlf]] is not a single-syllable pronoun) VI B E
ZEWIFET or {3 T, butnot: EFEFE T (FE isnotapronoun)

FEIMPEE or iIZZ, but not: fi#ZE (phrase does not indicate relationship)
BATKIGEANL =R SR LA

E X (but [EE > is OK, because it falls into category b above)

@ Verb phrases and embedded sentences:

T AR/ AL
SEARBEHY A ]

e ipNE e

FUOERI 24

flE X A H RATRBI I &
HHHRWER 45 PR HIEL R AR
FEIMHL BA TR RA

Most single syllable SV's may modify a N without [} » and most two-syllable SV's
may not, but there are exceptions in both cases:

SN <k Kf KR
butnot: 545 (ViIZEIP) nor XMEE (VIHIEE)

ZNRFE i R AR
HEER R but HEHTT (EHERTT is acceptable though a bit "wordy")

When in doubt about when ] is omittable, it is generally safe not to omit it. In other
words, it's usually acceptable to use HYJ when it is not necessary (e.g. HHIKHAR ~ K1Y
ZT ~ KWER ~ EEAYTE are acceptable though they may sound odd). But
omitting HYJ when it shouldn't be omitted is unacceptable (e.g. *% S A& ~ *EERH
S HEBEHE S *HP -~ B XK are simply unacceptable).

Sometimes, including H‘J makes a difference in meaning:

HE AR/ PERATA EWkR L ERKE  EEA S EERAL
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ATES | JaES: KREJH / KHIRE
3. Ordering of multiple modifiers:

a. When a noun is modified by two or more SV's, the ordering of the modifiers may differ
from English. Generally, the longer modifying phrases precede the shorter ones, or at
least the single-syllable modifiers come at the end.

B WEEEREAS -
Ertafy K51 (big brown house)  not * Ky ~ Frtuhy 5 ¥
AREMER ~ aTZi Mg BERATZR ~ BRI @R/ (acceptable)
butnot:  JREVING ~ AT ~ BRI 5

b. When a noun is modified by various types of modifiers, they follow the word order below:

possessive N or PN ] + (Subj.+) time or location phrases + VP /) + SV's (adjectives) N

EERFEERT BRUOKEEEA A T 2
HA TG L5 F B FARTT E G T e
HEIP =7 2 WV R 0 A 1R 7R AR BT L T o

4. Adding specifiers and numbers to noun phrases. Whenever a specifier and/or number
precedes a N, the insertion of a M is needed (cf. Lesson II). As for the ordering of the "SP
Nu M" cluster vis-a-vis the modifying phrase, there are two equally acceptable orderings:

Modifying phrase [) + SP NuM N or SP Nu M + Modifying phrase {] N

FECER T B B LK 8 1 ey o ISR EEAE % T R LK ELE 1 A CEHY
HWERW A 2B A A CZZ W AR T o IS BNERNI 2 2 A AR T
o BWIPURL TUP ZIi B 7Em 47 - VORI B TUP I 57 547 -

5. General and specific nouns modified by clauses. Compare the following sets of sentences:

EEEHEMRAFLIE ? (ambiguous)

EE A HIRA M 2 (all-inclusive, general)
ABEEZE[E A= HAR A R 2 (specific)

K TUP “# 3] #y £ [E 2 R #RR A FRIE 2 (specific)

PR T AL (ambiguous) [ #HTi: supermarket ]
BT ER R VGEER] FE0E 2 (all-inclusive, general)
A T =2 AR & HL AR AT §EIY 2 (specific)

W 150 1 S5 [ 4 A3 Y 3 8 92 B A\ 25 o (ambiguous) [ lawyer ]
{EEFE Y RITHIEF g5 A %05 2 (all-inclusive, general)
RN E Y ZPLE IR 203215 T WE 2 (specific)

N T RIAIR D 411 2. 2 (ambiguous)
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[ F¥&: leave a government job and go into the private sector )
LA T TBHENRE F#AEEZE T - (all-inclusive, general)
T DERYEIR () #RAAE BN 2 (specific)
T DEENRG FABMAER - AR RERE XML ETE -

LSS E AT —SE R — LRI+ (ambiguous)
W5 E SCF R INE A — EBPRE U — VR AR H 5L - (negative:  all-inclusive, general)

W7 ECCER BN E A E TN -t AE AR — R RIS B RS — FERAE

Z£5F o (specific)

Because nouns in Chinese have no singular/plural distinction, a noun modified by a clause
may refer to all entities within the category in question, a particular one, or particular ones
within the category. If the sentence contains the adverb #B, then it is clear that all entities
within the category in question are intended. If the noun phrase contains a specifier (Hf ~

X ~ HHY ~ --), then it is clear that only specific ones are intended. A specified modified
noun may be singular or plural, but an unspecified modified noun - as well as the noun in a
sentence containing the adverb #[ - is plural.

6. The remainder of this lesson introduces several most commonly used sentences patterns that
lack direct equivalents in English, and therefore tend to be bypassed by students. In order to
speak Chinese fluently and colloquially, it behooves the students to learn to use these patterns
actively.

The "topic-comment construction": The most common use of this pattern is to prestate the
object as the topic of the sentence, either to give it greater prominence or contrast, or to "get
it out of the way" (when the object is unusually complex). Other elements of a sentence -
such as a coverbial phrase - may also be prestated as the topic for emphasis.

AKE » (RAIEE -
B2 A VRIS » L2030 2
FBHRUETAEN » BT o 2B HREUUER » BELREITEE -
("2 grasp, confidence )
MNRAEERAA » REMFEIENSHEEHED o [J9A weiren: moral conduct )
— D ARIERE - BF AT DL ARtk — o B2 NGTRE TR -
[ K:#H: physical appearance ; {7/J: behavior ]

The closest thing to the "topic-comment construction" in English is the "As for..., ..." pattern.
But the "topic-comment construction" is used much more frequently in Chinese, especially in
colloquial speech.

7. Omission of subject, object, and understood head noun (after modifying phrase ---f)

FTRT »EZALTT - (understood subject omitted: K ~ Ffi])

PhTmE L FAET ! (understood object omitted)
M RA LR - (understood head noun)
IR 76 4= TR

AR ZER - ZORFIHER 1 SR NERARRE o [H1F  to possess )
(what noun fits logically after FfZ [y and FrHERI?)
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THANXATH B ERRE - 55tk 7 o (4T ¢ line of work ]
HHIDOEMRZE - WIRBA WD > H2 2468 - (452 ¢ to point out and instruct ]
{EPE B RERY ~ SEEERY ~ STHENER - XAEFHFET T o [FIL ¢ odd jobs ]

8. The ";&---" pattern: wused for concession, emphasis (often on some aspect other than the
main verb), contrasting two or more items, or contradicting an assumption. The "f&---F"
pattern (see #9) applies to completed action, whereas the "J&---" pattern (without [¥] at the
end) applies to the present and future.

2R, Rl RE T, BEAFWEAS - (&---A[2  granted..., but...)
(emphasis; notice that f& is used before a SV here)

PIRHTRA ZRAE R, Al 2 Mk < (concession)

BEBFHIMR, D EEHTER © (contrast, contradict)

I RS, 25 KA F| o (contrast)

Butnot: HZENEKRE] - vV EGEIEREI -

(The "f&---H4" pattern is appropriate here because it indicates completed action.)
B E IR TR EGHT b i — %€ BR KX o (contrast, contradict)

BRFEBEANPAN » DR BIRER L » BEIRE R LK -
[ Ik : dispatch ; Zk: : police dog ]

To achieve the same effect in a sentence that already has J& as its main verb, simply stress
the word /2.

fth ZSEFEE AW - JRIE 20 A2 2 (contradict)
BEEFEN—E0, WHEAREGIAX—r - [\ s todeny] (emphasis)

9. j&---HY (with completed action only).

a. This pattern is used to assert a fact or to focus on a particular aspect -- time, place, means,
etc. -- of an event. It may be used to convey an established fact or a fait accompli, but not
for an event that is only /n prospect .

bR 2T A KA, ARERAE SR T - butnot:  fEBHSEA KR -

[ S€%51E A+ ethnic Chinese with U.S. citizenship ]
MER AN T 2mET 2R o [FZ2: to get pregnant ] (established fact)

GFT BX N F IR BT AR A T4 o (use "J&---" pattern for event in prospect)

But not:  {fFT X2 HAR B I AROEE I 12247

(second clause indicates an established fact)

b. In this pattern, the "/Z" may be understood and omitted, especially if the "enclosure"
between the would-be "J/&" and the "f4" is long. This seems ironic because the word "/&
" conveys the idea of assertion whereas "HY" simply "brings up the rear." But that's the
way this crazy language works.
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Principal of a prep school to a concerned parent:

RO | RIS TR 2 FER XA Rede b B = (established fact)

BN G A DUR B2 [BOREY - &5 i — Rt th s B T

Where would you insert the optional [ f& | in the above two sentences?
y p

c. When the VP of the sentence consists of a V-O, the "i" part of the ";&---[4J" pattern may
come either before or after the object.

10. Causative use of intransitive FV's or SV's:  This is quite idiomatic and colloquial, there are
no equivalents in English.  Aside from >{¢-O, which is commonly used in everyday life, it is

sufficient for students at the beginning and intermediate levels to learn this pattern for
comprehension only.

(Subj.) FV/SV-O
(the FV/SV is normally not transitive, but in this causative pattern it takes on an object)

Standard: J 4 {2 10 B P SR OTAY |

11. Inverted subject with >f&/Z as the verb: Like the last pattern, this one is also quite colloquial.

A A BB FZILDREETHIAAIT o (causative pattern)
AW AR FIEE R e E T | [ F 1« bad guy]
(alternative: FRAVRZEHBHEET 1)

BATX A ZARGF R/ N5 IR T LA S dhe -
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