
 1

 GLOSSARY OF GRAMMATICAL TERMS – ENGLISH TO CHINESE 
 
abbreviated name, contraction abbr.  ji[anch<eng 

adjective, stative verb adj., SV  x>ingr>ongc>i 

adverb adv., A  f]uc>i 

adverbial phrase adv. ph.  zhu]angy[u 

allusion, e.g., the source of a    di[ang]u 

annotation anno.  zh]ush]i 

auxiliary verb aux., AV  zh]ud]ongc>i 

beginning of a sentence   j]ush[ou 

(between two elements) to "echo," to operate in tandem  ( )  h<uy]ing 

bound form / bound morpheme BF /-  ni>anf]u… 

classical Chinese, literary Chinese cl.  w>eny>an 

colloquial coll.  k[ouy[u 

"comment" (after a "topic," as predicate follows subject)   p>ingl]uny[u 

common saying, aphorism   s>uy[u 

complement (following main verb) comp.  b[uy[u 

complimentary term compli.  b<aoy]ic>i 

compound or complex sentences cs.  f]uj]u 

conjunction (cf. movable adverb) conj.  li>anc>i 

construction, structure, pattern cons.  ji>eg]ou… 

coordinate or parallel relationship coord.  b]ingli]e… 

coverb, preposition CV, prep.  ji]ec>i 

derogatory term   derog.  bi[any]ic>i 

dialect, dialectal dial.  f<angy>an 

directional word  (localizer, locative) (cf. placeword) loc., PW        f<angw]eic>i 
end of a sentence  ,  j]um]o, j]uw[ei 

equivalent to =, ≈  xi<angd<ang 

figurative, metaphor, analogy fig.  b[iy]u 

grammar gram.  y[uf[a 

honorific honor.  z<unch<eng 

humble hum.  qi<anc>i 

humorous humor.  hu<ixi>ey[u 

idiom, idiomatic expression idiom.  gu]any]ongy[u

interjection, exclamation, emotive particle interj. ,  t]anc>i, g[an…

interrogative inter.  y>iw]en 

intonation, tone of voice   y[uq]i 

inverted inv.  d[aozhu<ang 

literal, literally lit.  z]imi]any]i 

loan word loan  ji]ec>i, … 

location, direction loc.  f<angw]ei 

main word (in a phrase) mw.  zh<ongx<iny[u 

measure word (of actions as well as things), classifier  M  li]angc>i 

modification mod.  xi<ush]i 

morpheme, the smallest meaningful unit of language   c>is]u, y[u]u 

movable adverb (including conjunctions like  and ) MA  y>oud]ong…

multi-function word (functioning in various parts of speech)   ji<anl]eic>i 

negate, negative neg.  f[oud]ing 

noun N  m>ingc>i 

noun phrase NP  m>ingc>i c>iz[u 

number num., NU  sh]uc>i 

object (of verb or preposition, including direct and indirect  obj., O   b<iny[u 
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   object)    (DO, IO) 
omit   sh[engl`]e 

onomatopoeia onom.  xi]angsh<engc>i

original, originally orig.  yu>any]i 

part of speech, grammatical form class   c>ix]ing 

particle (most often at end of a sentence or phrase) part., P  zh]uc>i 

passive pass.  b]eid]ong 

phrase ph.  c>iz[u 

pivotal   zhu[anzh>e 

placeword (incl. , , ) PW  d]if<ang c>i 

polite expression pol.  k]et]aoy[u 

position pos.  w]eizhi 

predicate (cf. comment) pred.  w]eiy[u 

prefix pref.  qi>anzhu]i 

prepose (vs. )  ,  qi>anzh]i,… 

pronoun pron., PN ,  d]aic>i 

question word QW  y>iw]enc>i, …
reduplication (of verb, stative verb, measure word, noun) redup.  ch>ongdi>e 

resultative ending (complement in an RV construction) RE, RVE  ji>egu[o b[uy[u

resultative verb construction RV  d]ongb[ush]i 

separable construction, a term that can be "split" for inser- 
   tion of another element, e.g., VO and RV constructions 

  l>ih>e ji>eg]ou 

set phrase (usually allusive and in four syllables)   ch>engy[u 

specifier spec., SP  zh[ish]ic>i 

stative verb, adjective SV, adj.  x>ingr>ongc>i 

subject (cf. topic) subj., S  zh[uy[u 

suffix suf.  h]ouzhu]i 

syllable  syl.  y<inji>e 

time word or phrase (incl. time-when / time-span) TW  /  sh>iji<anc>i… 

"topic" (cf. subject) top.  zh[ut>i 

transpose to a later position (vs.  "to prepose")   h]ouzh]i 

verb (including functive verb) V, FV  d]ongc>i 

verb phrase VP  d]ongc>i c>iz[u

verb-object construction VO  d]ongb<in… 
versus, in contrast to, as opposed to vs.  xi<angdu]i 

vulgar expression vulg.  c<uhu]a 

word (vs. , character; vs. , morpheme)   c>i 

written style (formal, not often used in speech) wr.  sh<umi]an 
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  GLOSSARY OF GRAMMATICAL TERMS 
 

 b<aoy]ic>i compli. complimentary term 
 b]eid]ong pass. passive 
 b[iy]u fig. figurative, metaphor, analogy 

 bi[any]ic>i derog. derogatory term   
 b<iny[u obj., O  

   (DO, IO) 
object (of verb or preposition, including direct and indirect  
   object) 

 b]ingli]e coord. coordinate or parallel relationship 
 b[uy[u comp. complement (following main verb) 
 ch>engy[u  set phrase (usually allusive and in four syllables) 
 ch>ongdi>e redup. reduplication (of verb, stative verb, measure word, noun) 

 c>i  word (vs. , character; vs. , morpheme) 
 c>is]u  morpheme, the smallest meaningful unit of language 

 c>ix]ing  part of speech, grammatical form class 
 c>iz[u ph. phrase 
 c<uhu]a vulg. vulgar expression 
,  d]aic>i pron., PN pronoun 
 d[aozhu<ang inv. inverted 

 d]if<ang c>i PW placeword (incl. , , ) 
 di[ang]u  allusion, e.g., the source of a  

 d]ongb<in VO verb-object construction 
 d]ongb[ush]i RV resultative verb construction 

 d]ongc>i V, FV verb (including functive verb) 
 d]ongc>i VP verb phrase 

 f<angw]ei loc. location, direction 
       f<angw]eic>i loc., PW directional word  (localizer, locative) (cf. placeword) 

 f<angy>an dial. dialect, dialectal 
 f[oud]ing neg. negate, negative 
 f]uc>i adv., A adverb 
 f]uj]u cs. compound or complex sentences 

 gu]any]ong idiom. idiom, idiomatic expression 
 h]ouzh]i  transpose to a later position (vs.  "to prepose") 
 h]ouzhu]i suf. suffix 
( )  h<uy]ing  (between two elements) to "echo," to operate in tandem 

 hu<ixi>ey[u humor. humorous 
 ji<anl]eic>i  multi-function word (functioning in various parts of speech) 

 ji[anch<eng abbr. abbreviated name, contraction 
 ji>eg]ou cons. construction, structure, pattern 

 ji>egu[o b[uy[u RE, RVE resultative ending (complement in an RV construction) 
 ji]ec>i CV, prep. coverb, preposition 

 ji]ec>i loan loan word 
,  j]um]o  end of a sentence 
 j]ush[ou  beginning of a sentence 

 k]et]aoy[u pol. polite expression 
 k[ouy[u coll. colloquial 

 l>ih>e ji>eg]ou  separable construction, a term that can be "split" for inser- 
   tion of another element, e.g., VO and RV constructions 

 li>anc>i conj. conjunction (cf. movable adverb) 
 li]angc>i M measure word (of actions as well as things), classifier  
 m>ingc>i N noun 

 m>ingc>i NP noun phrase 
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/-  ni>anf]u BF bound form / bound morpheme 
 p>ingl]uny[u  "comment" (after a "topic," as predicate follows subject) 

 qi<anc>i hum. humble 
,  qi>anzh]i  prepose (vs. ) 
 qi>anzhu]i pref. prefix 
 sh[engl`]e  omit 

 /  sh>iji<an TW time word or phrase (incl. time-when / time-span) 
 sh<umi]an wr. written style (formal, not often used in speech) 

 sh]uc>i num., NU number 
 s>uy[u  common saying, aphorism 
,  t]anc>i interj. interjection, exclamation, emotive particle 
 w]eiy[u pred. predicate (cf. comment) 
 w]eizhi pos. position 

 w>eny>an cl. classical Chinese, literary Chinese 
 xi<angd<ang =, ≈ equivalent to 

 xi<angdu]i vs. versus, in contrast to, as opposed to 
 xi]angsh<eng onom. onomatopoeia 
 x>ingr>ongc>i adj., SV adjective, stative verb 

 xi<ush]i mod. modification 
 y>iw]en inter. interrogative 

 y>iw]en QW question word 
 y<inji>e syl. syllable  

 y>oud]ong MA movable adverb (often conjunctions like  and ) 
 y[uf[a gram. grammar 
 y[uq]i  intonation, tone of voice 
 yu>any]i orig. original, originally 

 zh[ish]ic>i spec., SP specifier 
 zh<ongx<in mw. main word (in a phrase) 

 zh[ut>i top. "topic" (cf. subject) 
 zh[uy[u subj., S subject (cf. topic) 
 zh]uc>i part., P particle (most often at end of a sentence or phrase) 

 zh]ud]ongc>i aux., AV auxiliary verb 
 zh]ush]i anno. annotation 
 zhu[anzh>e  pivotal 
 zhu]angy[u adv. ph. adverbial phrase 

 z]imi]any]i lit. literal, literally 
 z<unch<eng honor. honorific 

 


